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By Ronai4-
Noc « dog.,_walker�, sober 

and. onsible· · traffic con- • 

tf'olle.rs ancl: onnally cohcren� 
citizens good standing leapt 
to dJei.r te :ephones in the early 
hours yesterday to �eek 
advice ·and ask for an explana­
tion of trails of fire, flashing 
lights and· �t.l<Je,se�nt gjows 
which filled the Dfght sky. 

In ��nchestcr. 40 peopl.e 
telephoned the p<Jli�;e to tell of 
bright · �ilJ1ng . �i r 
bedrooms and fn S tockport 
there was a report of " an 
object" layd�ng. in a f.i�ld. 
Irivestipting police fou.nd.�:wth· 

f .. ing. At, Maaehester -Ai.r�port, 1llr 
trafflc ·.controllers saw the sky 
iUuminated by �n unexpla.ined 

· bright light and .a1; llucknaH. 
ne� NQt�hall;l, an object w�th 
a lie�it wb.iized past a local 
resident to ;' Jan·d in a Jield. 
Again nothing w.as fo11nd. 

From·Bristol and.North Wales 
to the Scottish border, reports 
of. \l.Il�$ual happenings in the 
sky floodW. .into pqLlice st�tions. 
A woman .at Allerton 'Bywater 
near Leeds· toltl of a· white flare 

. hr the �kJ which lie up her bed­
: room. When she looked out she 
, saw ".a . trail of fire u: A man 

walking his dog through Adcl 
Woods, Leeds, sav1 a "maroon 
flare , which lit up the sky and 
another m•n in Adel telephontd 
the police to. �av be had s.een a 
white flare at�about � feet in 
the air �ll Adel and 
Yeadon. • 

Nerdl :Vorkshire police said 
they l"eC8Lved nun� separate l'f"' 
ports from d ifferem rparts of the 

�county of siptings dn �e sk.v. 
Mr John Ward, oif Ne.wlan�s 

� Drive, A�, York, reported 
• somerhlng �e a large wMte 
flare" � overhead. 

The mvl�idty' ()·f nporu 
. made it fa(rfy dear that some 

sort of J&l�c:tic phenomenon 
occurred and that this waS' not 

, a pur ely dmaginaitive rerl\n of 
Star Wars 

E,.ly reports that the night 
lights had - tieen produced by 
falling- 5J*e debris entering 
the atmosphere were qukkly 
discounted by an' unu&Ually con· 
1ident explanation from the 
Ministry of Defence. 

Two s-h&wers' of meteorites 
entered the· atmosphe-re at 

_ 12.30 am, the "ministry s.aid, aml 
disin\egraticm caused the l.ighLs 
in the sky. · 
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