trollers and.mormally coberent
citizens of good standing leapt
to their telephones in the early
hours .of yesterday to - seck
advice and ask for an explana-
}m}? of t:'lalls of fire, flashing
1ghts and; \pcapgescent giows
which filled thc?dmght sky.

In Manchester, 40 people

telephoned the police to tell of

|

- near Ni

bright: W@ﬁhmmtmg their
bedrooms - -and | i Stockport-
there was a report of “an
object * landmg a field.
Investig ating. pohce iound noth-
ing, At;Manchester Airport, air
traffic gontrollere saw the sky
illurninated by an unexplained
bright lxght and .at Hucknall,
( am, an object with
a fiery™tail whizzed past a local
resident .to : land in- a  field.
Again, nothing was. found.
From-Bristol and North Wales
to the Scottish border, reports
of ., unusual happemngs in the
sky flood ed into police stations.
A woman at Allerton Bywater,
near Leeds told of a white flare

_im the % which lit'up her bed-

“ room. en she lt)oked out she
i saw “a .trail’ of fire”. A wman
" walking his dog throuzh Adel
Woods, Leeds, saw a “ maroon

| flare” whx;h it up.the sky and
- another man‘in ‘Adel aelephoned

the police to say'he had seen‘a
white flare at_about 500 feet in
Yy the air bgtween Adel - and *
Yeadon. = *

Nerith. Yor'kghlre -pohce saxd
- they recaived nine’ separate re- .
" ports from dferent partsof the -
. county of sightings in the sky.
“Mr John Ward, of Newlands
Dnve, Aqomb York, reported
o : lﬂmalargewhite

\: ng overhead.
The m licity of wreports
made it ‘fairly clear that some

' .| sort of ga'l-actzc phenomenon

s

occurred and that this .wag nnt

8 purwy imaginative rerun of
ars

Early reports that the night
lights had:-been produced by

& falling spape debris’ entering
| the atmosphere were quickly

discounted by aw unusually con-
fident explanation from the

4 Ministry of Defence.

Two  showers’ of metcorites

| entered the atmosphere at
4. 12:30 am, the ministry said, and

dxsdntegratxgn oaused the lights

tin the sky.




